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AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 

MEET 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi-

dent, I ask unanimous consent that the 
Committee on Armed Services be au-
thorized to meet during the session of 
the Senate on November 15, 2007, at 9:30 
a.m., in open session, to receive testi-
mony on the state of the United States 
Army. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Thursday, November 15, 2007, at 10 
a.m., in room 253 of the Russell Senate 
Office Building, in order to conduct a 
hearing. 

The hearing will address issues re-
lated to the retirement of the Space 
Shuttle, its remaining missions, the 
National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration’s, NASA, plans to com-
pensate should they not fulfill all mis-
sion requirements on schedule, and 
other issues facing NASA when the 
Space Shuttle is retired. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Thursday, 
November 15, 2007, at 10 a.m., in room 
SD 366 of the Dirksen Senate Office 
Building, in order to conduct a hearing. 

The purpose of the hearing is to re-
ceive testimony on S. 2203, a bill to re-
authorize the Uranium Enrichment De-
contamination and Decommissioning 
Fund, and for other purposes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC 
WORKS 

Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Thursday, 
November 15, 2007, at 10 a.m., in room 
406 of the Dirksen Senate Office Build-
ing in order to conduct a hearing enti-
tled, ‘‘Legislative Hearing on Amer-
ica’s Climate Security Act of 2007, S. 
2191.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi-

dent, I ask unanimous consent that the 
Committee on Foreign Relations be au-
thorized to meet during the session of 
the Senate on Thursday, November 15, 
2007, at 2:30 p.m. in order to conduct a 
hearing on the anti-drug foreign assist-
ance package for Mexico and Central 
America. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the 
Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
in order to conduct a hearing entitled 
‘‘Restoring Congressional Intent and 
Protections under the Americans with 
Disabilities Act’’ November 15, 2007, at 
2 p.m. in room 430 of the Dirksen Sen-
ate Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi-

dent, I ask unanimous consent that the 
Senate Committee on the Judiciary be 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate in order to conduct an 
executive business meeting on Thurs-
day, November 15, 2007, at 10 a.m. in 
room 226 of the Dirksen Senate Office 
Building. 

Agenda: 
I. Bills 

S. 2248, Foreign Intelligence Surveil-
lance Act of 1978 Amendments Act of 
2007; 

S. 352, Sunshine in the Courtroom 
Act of 2007, (Grassley, Schumer, Leahy, 
Specter, Graham, Feingold, Cornyn, 
Durbin); 

S. 344, A bill to permit the televising 
of Supreme Court proceedings, (Spec-
ter, Grassley, Durbin, Schumer, Fein-
gold, Cornyn); 

S. 1638, Federal Judicial Salary Res-
toration Act of 2007, (Leahy, Hatch, 
Feinstein, Graham, Kennedy). 
II. Resolutions 

S. Res. 366, designating November 
2007 as ‘‘National Methamphetamine 
Awareness Month,’’ to increase aware-
ness of methamphetamine abuse, (Bau-
cus, Grassley, Biden, Graham, Schu-
mer); 

S. Res. 367, commemorating the 40th 
anniversary of the mass movement for 
Soviet Jewish freedom and the 20th an-
niversary of the Freedom Sunday rally 
for Soviet Jewry on the National Mall, 
(Lieberman, Specter, Biden, Brown-
back, Cardin, Feinstein) 
III. Nominations 

Joseph N. Laplante to be United 
States District Judge for the District 
of New Hampshire; Reed Charles O’Con-
nor to be United States District Judge 
for the Northern District of Texas, Dal-
las Division; Thomas D. Schroeder to 
be United States District Judge for the 
Middle District of North Carolina; 
Amul R. Thapar to be United States 
District Judge for the Eastern District 
of Kentucky. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 
Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi-

dent, I ask unanimous consent for the 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs to be 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Thursday, November 
15, 2007, off the Senate Floor in the Re-
ception Room, immediately after the 
first rollcall vote occurring after 10 
a.m. to consider the nomination of Mi-
chael W. Hager to be an Assistant Sec-

retary of Veterans Affairs for Human 
Resources and Management. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 

Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the 
Select Committee on Intelligence be 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on November 15, 2007, at 
2:30 p.m. in order to conduct a business 
meeting. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING 

Mr, NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the 
Special Committee on Aging be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Thursday, November 15, 2007, 
from 1:30 p.m.–4 p.m. in room SD–G50 of 
the Dirksen Senate Office Building for 
the purpose of conducting a hearing. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
SUBCOMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT OF GOVERNMENT 

MANAGEMENT, THE FEDERAL WORKFORCE, 
AND THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA AND THE 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON STATE, LOCAL, AND PRI-
VATE SECTOR PREPAREDNESS AND INTEGRA-
TION 

Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the 
Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs’ Subcommittee 
on Oversight of Government Manage-
ment, the Federal Workforce, and the 
District of Columbia and the Sub-
committee on State, Local, and Pri-
vate Sector Preparedness and Integra-
tion be authorized to meet during the 
session of the Senate on Thursday, No-
vember 15, 2007, at 10 a.m. in order to 
conduct a hearing entitled, ‘‘Not a 
Matter ‘If,’ But of ‘When’: The Status 
of U.S. Response Following an RDD At-
tack.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

TO AMEND THE HIGHER 
EDUCATION ACT OF 1965 

Mr. MENENDEZ. I ask unanimous 
consent that the Senate proceed to the 
immediate consideration of S. 2371, in-
troduced earlier today. 

The clerk will report the bill by title. 
The assistant legislative clerk read 

as follows: 
A bill (S. 2371) to amend the Higher Edu-

cation Act of 1965 to make technical correc-
tions. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. MENENDEZ. I ask unanimous 
consent that the bill be read a third 
time, passed, the motion to reconsider 
be laid upon the table, and that any 
statements relating to the bill be 
printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (S. 2371) was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading, was read 
the third time, and passed, as follows: 
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